Many banks provide you with the ability to write checks from your bank account, all from the convenience of their websites. These payments can be scheduled to pay out automatically, on a schedule that you define. As a bonus, most banks do not charge for payments made this way- saving you both the time it takes to write out a check, and the cost of postage.

The steps to follow are: 1) log into your account, 2) set up the charity as a new payee, and 3) schedule the recurring payment.

For example, let's say you want to make a regular, monthly contribution. Below are examples of how to accomplish this using the websites of two major banks, Bank of America and Citizen's Bank.

Bank of America:

1) Log into your account. Click on the "Bill Pay" tab. 
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2) Set up the charity as a new payee. Type in the company name and click "Go"
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…for charitable donations, you will likely not have an account number, so click the link that says "I do not have an account number".
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Now fill in the charitable organization's address. For identifying information, you can fill in your name and the purpose of the payment. When done, click the "Continue" button.
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3) Now set up the automatic payment. Click on the "payment" tab.
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…and then on the next page, click on "automatic payments".
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In the next screen, select the organization from the dropdown, and click the "Go" button.
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This is the last step: enter the amount you wish to contribute under "Amount", and the first payment due date and frequency of the payment under "Frequency and Duration". Finally click on "Set Up Payment".
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Citizen's Bank:

1) Log into your account. Click on the "Pay Bills" tab. 
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2) First set up the charity as a payee. Start by clicking on the "Add a Bill" tab.
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Now add the charity as a payee by selecting "Company without an account number", and clicking the "Continue" button.
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Now click the link "enter all the information for your bill".
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At this point, fill in the charitable organization's address and phone number. (Note- a valid phone number is required on this screen. If there is no phone number for the organization, you may enter your own phone number, instead.) When done, click the "Add Bill" button. 
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On the resulting confirmation screen, simply click "Finished".

3) Now set up the automatic payment. Click on the "Manage My Bills" tab.
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…and then on the resulting web page, select the new charity from the dropdown list.
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In the next screen, select the "Add an automatic payment" option. 
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This is the last step: select the account you wish to pay from, the amount of the payment, the first payment date, and the payment frequency. Finally, click on "Set Up Payment".
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--end of document--
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